[Role of carriers of the hepatitis B surface antigen as possible sources of infection in children's collectives].
The complex clinico-epidemiological and laboratory surveys of the children and the staff in 71 institutions for children of preschool age were made at the period of increased viral hepatitis morbidity in these institutions, and the dynamic observations of 11 children's institutions having children with prolonged HBs-antigenemia were carried out. In the foci of viral hepatitis the level of antigenemia in the children and the staff exceeded (p less than 0.01) that in the control group. The dynamic observations (lasting up to 6 years) of the groups containing HBsAg-carriers revealed that 6 children, previously HBsAg-negative, showed a short-term HBs-antigenemia in the absence of any evidence of the parenteral (instrumental) route of infection. This fact indicates that the role of HBsAg-carriers as the possible sources contributing to the transfer of hepatitis B through everyday contacts in children's institutions cannot be ruled out. Periodic clinico-epidemiological and laboratory surveys of groups with HBsAg-carriers are recommended.